
A single sprinkler head can discharge 20-40 gallons of water per minute.  While 

accidental activation is rare, we have seen multiple damage claims in which a 

sprinkler head activated by being hit by a football or similar object or from hanging 

items from the sprinkler head. 

 

EXAMPLES 
 A fraternity member shot at the sprinkler head with an air soft gun.  He hit the glass trigger 

element, causing the sprinkler to discharge.  Substantial damage to three floors of the 

fraternity house resulted in a claim payout of nearly $62,000. 

 A fraternity member threw a football down the hall to a friend, but struck the sprinkler head.  

The resulting water damage totaled over $82,000. 

 

We strongly recommend installing guards on all the sprinkler heads in your 

fraternity/sorority house. For as little as $5.00 per sprinkler head, this damage could 

have been avoided. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holmes Murphy offers this educational information to provoke thought and discussion and it should not be viewed as a 

mandate or requirement.. We view part of our role as an insurance and risk management professional to anticipate your 

needs and educate you in an effort to complement the organization’s loss prevention and control efforts, not replace the 

decision making autonomy of our client organizations. We hope you find this educational piece to be of value and stand 

ready to discuss it further with you or any of your constituents. 
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